108                        HARVEST FROM THE DESERT

" At all the agricultural colleges I have
continues Scwak Ram, "we had the pleasure of
meeting various professors and discussing agricultural
problems with them and visiting their experimental
farms, but after considerable discussion, we came to
the conclusion that, although the education imparted
there is very good, the laboratories excellent, and
the crop and manure experiments mast instructive*
it was better in the first place for an Indian student
to be trained at one of the Indian colleges, rather
than rush to England for instruction, In the first
place, the practical agriculture taught m India is
applied to the crops and soils in India ; in the second
place, it takes into account the peculiar climatic and
labour conditions there, After being qualified in
India, it would no doubt be beneficial for the
student to go to England as an apprentice to some
clever and up-to-date farmer to learn methods of
farm management the use of various kinds of
agricultural machinery, and the application of new
agricultural and horticultural methods*"

On the subject of agricultural appliances, they
were in agreement Having seen the extent to which
steam, electric and oil power was used in Europe,
they both came to attach the greatest importance to
these methods of ploughing, especially steam plough*
ing. They fully saw that with the increase in wages,
the dearth of cultivators dot to the opening up of
new tracts and also on account of the necessity of
making full use of rain water in farantf areas, the